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I looked at other and smaller glasses, but I constantly
came back to the Great Refractor, and finally resolved
that this glass was the only one which could satisfy the
desires of those of whose interests and wishes I was then
the representative. But to contract was impossible, for I
had not the power. All that I could do was to make a
conditional arrangement, and to secure a sort of half prom-
ise from Mr. Mertz, that the glass should not be sold until
I could be heard from after my return to the city of Cin-
cinnati.

The details were soon arranged, and conditional terms
fixed for two other smaller sizes. In the evening I again
visited the observatory in company with the astronomer
Dr. Lamont. Here as in Paris I received a polite invita-
tion to enter the observatory as a student, but all the books
and records being in the German language, with which I
was not familiar, I determined after some hesitation to
return to England, and secure, if possible, the advantages
of a practical training in the Royal Observatory at Green-
wich.

I had now closed up the business, which had led me so
far into the heart of Germany. I would gladly have lin~
gered for weeks in this beautiful city, but the nature of
my engagements on the other side of the waters required
me to move with, all the dispatch possible. I therefore
gathered together the various plans, drawings, papers, and
books, which had been presented to me, and prepared to
commence a journey the terminus of which was no longer
unknown. Home lay at the farther extremity.hs, and pronounced it to be superior to any
